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CLAIM AMENDMENTS UNDER RULE 1 16 

I hereby request the entry of the following amendment under rule 1 1 6. This listing of 
claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 



LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) A method for using a computer system to permit a reader of 
a text that is presented on a computer display controlled by the computer system 
to optimize the rate at which text is presented, comprising the steps of: 

determining the location on the computer display at which text is being read <deud 
by the reader; 

defining a region of the display as a neutral zone, such that the rate of text 
presentation does not change appreciably when the text being read a4e«4 is 
displayed in a neutral zone; and 

thu i olo of toji t p l ant a t i on ph nncants- a fun ction of time whil n t nut heing rea d 
i iloud is displayed in paid variable esono. 

A.r^o »t i«,«t one addi+ m n fl l t » pi™ display as ^ gyration zone, 
ZQndll ^^ *, rr cAnt^ on of text that comes after the tqtf flsplayed in the 
n^i ^ «t any rivyn ^h wHle the iQwto" w ^ ch text is 
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dis played and read is in an acceleration zone, the rate o f text presentation 
increases.. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising tho otopa of; 

saetHfeftt wkm th o location wh or e tact is being road corresponds to a variable 
aeoer wherein s aid ehaage increase i n rate of text presentation is a function of tt 
distance between the location whew at which text is being read and said neutral 
zone. 



3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, father comprising the step of: 

^fir^ p at i««t one additional region of the display as a deceleration zone, 
y ffioftiated with the prp^tAtion of t «*t wbfch comes before the text displayed in, 
tt,. n „.,^ mnc at anv ti™ such that while the t^xt heinff read is displayed , 
™th\ n « deceleration zone, the rate of toxt nresentation decreases, 
whoicin at loant one la i d voriablo gon e is imp o rtation zone, aooooiatod with th e 
ptt ^u utuUon of trot which oomoo after tho text display e d iu tha neutnl mm nt n n y 
j d v e n l ima, ouch t hn t »hilo tho tout b ut ue read nl n nd is displayed w i t h in -aa 
ae coloratioti z o uo, tho int o of tact p r ^wtfa ti on inor eases . 

4. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of defining input to the 
computer system that stops continued scrolling of the text. 
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5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said text is being read aloud 
bv said reader, 

al4eas t ono said variable zone is an acc e leration zon% associat e d - with tho 
presentation of text which comos after tho text displayed in th e n e utral zon e at any 
givon time, such that whilo tho toxt being read aloud is display e d within an 
aoooloration zone, the rote of text presentation inoroaooo; mid 

at least on e said variable gono ia-a doocloration zono, associat e d with tho 
prOG o ntation o f text which comes b e for e th e t e xt displayed in tho - ncutral none at 
any giv e n time, such that whilo tho toxt being r e ad aloud is displayod with ta-a 
doocloration zone, th e rate of t e xt prosontation doorcases; 

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of defining input to the 
computer system that causes the text to scroll backwards. 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 4r 3, wherein sai d decrea se in rate of 
text presentation is a function of the distance betwee n the locate at which text is 
being read and said neutral zone. 

at - least ono paid variable son o is a d e coloration aone, aGOoeiat e d with the 
presentati on of t o xt wh ic h cornea before tho toxt displayed in tho noutral gon e at 
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any given time, such that whilo the text boing road aloud is disp l ay e d within a 
d e c oloration zonoi the rate of text pres e nt at ion doorcases. 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the location at which text is 
being read aloud is specified using a cursor-control device. 

9. (previously SfiSr^^The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
defining at least one zone graphically. 

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of defining at least one zone 
by using a cursor control device to specify its limits and shape, 

1 1 . (previously Swn^d)We method of claim 1 > wherein at least one zone is 
differentiated from at least one other zone by differing attributes of characters 
displayed within at least two zones. 

12. (previously^B^JThe method of claim 1, wherein at least one zone is 
differentiated from at least one other zone by differing attributes of me display 
background within at least two zones. 

13. (canceled) 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 4-5 , wherein the location at which text is 
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being read is determined by use of software that recognizes human speech. 

15. (previouslySSrartfe^The method of claim 14, wherein the computer system 
determines the location at which text is being read aloud by comparing what is 
said with what is written in the electronic text, 

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the text is supplied over a network. 

17. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein information about the 
location at which text is being read aloud is provided over a network. 

18. (previously amended) The method of claim 8, wherein the cursor is not presented 
on a display device. 

19. (currently amended) A computer memory storage device encoded with a 
computer program for using a computer system to display electronic text 
comprising: 

means for determining the location on the computer display at which text is being 
read aloud by the reader; 
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means for defining a region of the display as a neutral zone, such that the rate of 
text presentation does not change appreciably when the text being read akwd is 
displayed in a neutral zone; and 

means for defining at least one additional region of the display as an acceleration 
zone, associated with the presentation of text that comes after the text displayed in 
the neutral zone at any given time- suc h that when the location at which text fa 
being displayed md read is in an acce leration zone, the rate of text presentation 



(currently amended) A computer system for displaying electronic text comprising: 

a display device controlled by Hie computer, said display device imaging a portion 
of said text controlled by the computer system; 

means for determining the location on the computer display at which text is being 
read alowl by the reader, 
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means for defining a region of the display as a neutral zone* such that the rate of 
text presentation does not change appreciably when the text being read etettd is 
displayed in a neutral zone; and 

means for defining at least one additional region of the display as an acceleration 
zone, associated with the presentation of text that comes after the text displayed in 
the neutral zone at any given time, such that when the location at which text is 
being displayed and read is in an acceleration zone, the rate of text presentation 
increases, 

a variable gone, wherein tho rate of t e xt preccQitation chang e s oo a function of 
time while toxt baing r e ad aloud ia displayed in said variable zono> 

m e ans for varying tho rate at which text ia pr e s e nted . in - r e spons e to tho yosult of 
th e location dotormining step ? 
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